
 

   

Grades 2-3 Text Exemplars 

Discussion Questions 

Tops & Bottoms by Janet Stevens 

  

 Bear was angry with Hare for tricking him 
three times. How did Bear approach the 
conflict? How did Hare approach the 
conflict? 
(Sample Answer: Bear decided to take control. Hare 
decided to avoid the conflict and go home.) 

 
 What did Bear learn as a result of his 

conflict with Hare? 
(Sample Answer: Bear learned that he needs to do his 
own work and not sleep all day.) 

 
 Create a conflict spiral showing the 

escalation of the conflict between Bear and 
Hare. 
 

 Create a conflict cycle that should have 
been used to resolve the conflict.  



 

   

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

 What are the sources of conflict between Mr. Arable 
and Fern at the beginning of the book? 
(Sample Answer: Values; Power & Structure) 

 

 How did Mrs. Arable help Fern and Mr. Arable avoid 
a conflict at the end of chapter 2. What is the name of 
her approach? 
(Sample Answer: Mrs. Arable acted like a mediator. She suggested 
that Wilber be sold to Fern’s uncle so that she could see him often. 
Collaboration was her approach to conflict because all needs were 
satisfied.) 

 

 What kept Wilber and Charlotte’s first meeting and 
disagreement from turning into a full blown fight that 
might have prevented them from becoming friends? 
(Sample Answer: Charlotte was able to convince Wilber that she 
would be useful to him. In addition, she did not back down from her 
position that drinking the blood of insects was a good thing.) 

 
 
 

 Why do you think that most of the animals in the barn treated Wilber unkindly? Why did 
they treat Templeton unkindly? Was there ever a good justification for the animals’ 
behavior? 
(Sample Answer: The animals treated Wilber unkindly because they thought he was going to die and not be around 
very long. They treated Templeton unkindly because no one like rats. There was never a good justification for 
treated either Wilber or Templeton unkindly, but Templeton was a selfish rat who only looked out for himself.) 
 

 What kind of power did the old sheep use to get Templeton to go to the fair? What was 
the old sheep’s source of power? How do you know?  
(Sample Answer: The old sheep used manipulative power because he knew Templeton would want to eat the 
exciting food at the fair. The old sheep’s source of power was expert/information power because he knew what fairs 
were like.) 
 

 What kind of power did Charlotte use to save Wilbur’s life?  
(Sample Answer: Charlotte used both nutritive and manipulative power because she made her messages to highlight 
the good things about Wilber and she knew that people would not kill a pig if they thought a miracle had occurred.) 
 

 Mr. Zuckerman intended to exert his power over Wilber. What was his source of power?  
(Sample Answer: The source of Mr. Zukerman’s power was formal authority because he owned Wilber.) 
 

 If there were no Charlotte in the book what would you do to exert power to save Wilbur’s 
life? 
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The Pied Piper of Hamelin by Robert Browning 

 What problem did the people of Hamelin have at 
the start of the poem? 
(Sample Answer: Their town was full of rats.) 

 

 What did the townspeople do to get their elected 
officials to solve the vermin problem? Was this 
effective? Did the townspeople choose the right 
way to get relief from their problem? How do you 
know? 
(Sample Answer: The townspeople threatened to throw the 
elected officials out of office. This was effective because they did 
something about the rats right away. The townspeople chose the 
right way because it was the only way they could get their elected 
officials to do anything to solve the problem.) 

 

 What source of power did the Mayor and Council 
have? What source of power did the townspeople 
have? 

(Sample Answer: The source of power for the Mayor and Council was formal authority and procedural power. The 
source of power for the townspeople was resource power because their resource was their votes.) 

 Why did the Mayor and Council try to keep from paying the Piper? What problems did this 
cause? 
(Sample Answer: They thought they could cheat the Piper out of payment since he had already made the rats 
disappear. This made the Piper very angry and he decided he would get his payment another way.) 
 

 How did the Piper handle this dispute with the town? Could he have done something 
differently in order to collect his payment?  
(Sample Answer: The Piper stole all the children away from the town. The Piper could have told the townspeople what 
happened and see if they would have paid him themselves.) 
 

 Should the whole town have been punished because the Mayor and Council went back on 
their word? What could the townspeople have done to avoid this? 
(Sample Answer: No, the whole town should not be punished because of the decision that the Mayor and Council 
made. The townspeople could have tried to gather their own money or other items to pay the Piper. 
 

 What lessons did the people of Hamelin learn? 
(Sample Answer: The people learned that they always need to keep their promises and pay their debts.) 
 

 If you could jump into the poem to resolve the conflict what would you do to ensure the 
children were not taken away?  


