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Ideas for infusing Conflict Resolution Education concepts and skills into Core Curriculum

For all grades and in all subjects, students can work either individually or in groups and create presentations tying 
conflict resolution education skills into the subject matter and specific topic of the class.  

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

Kay Ideas and Details, Grade K-5, Numbers 1, 2 and 3

Have students discuss the conflicts that occur in texts they read, including the actions the characters took that 
escalated or worked to resolve the conflict, and other ways they could have resolved the situations.

Key Ideas and Details, Grades 6-12, Numbers 1 and 2

Have students write essays and use the conflict analysis worksheet (attached) to analyze different conflicts occurring 
in literary pieces, using observations rather than judgments to summarize the disputes.

Key Ideas and Details, Grades 6-8, Number 3

Have students analyze the dynamics of literary conflicts using the conflict cycle and conflict spiral worksheets 
(attached).  With both, they can provide alternate solutions based on conflict resolution education skills, or focus on 
how characters used these skills. 

Key Ideas and Details, Grades 6-12, Number 3

Have students create identity charts (attached) for the characters involved in a literary piece.  Each student should 
pick a different character; students may work in groups.  Discuss how conflicts based on identity occur between 
characters and how they resolve them, as well as what could be alternate solutions based on conflict resolution 
education skills.  In higher grades, students can create more than one chart for the same character based on how their 
identity changes over time.  

Craft and Structure, Grades K-5, Number 6

Talk about the perspectives on conflict of the characters in the texts they are reading.

Craft and Structure, Grades 9-10, Number 6

Students can contrast an analysis of “a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States” with their own point of view, in order to build understanding of differing 
perspectives.

Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12

Key Ideas and Details, Grades K-5 and 6-12, Numbers 1 and 2

Have students write essays, discuss, or use the conflict analysis worksheet (attached) to analyze different conflicts 
occurring in informational pieces, using observations rather than judgments to summarize the disputes.

Writing Standards 6-12 

Text Types and Purposes, Grades K-5 and 6-12, Number 3 

Have students create narratives about conflict and its resolution, focusing on how characters use conflict resolution 
skills.

Speaking and Listening Standards K-5 and 6-12

Have students discuss conflicts in grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues.  They can provide alternate solutions 
to conflicts based on conflict resolution education skills, or focus on how those involved used these skills to help to 
reinforce these skills to students.



Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12

Key Ideas and Details, Grades 6-12, Numbers 1 and 2

Have students use the conflict analysis worksheet (attached) to analyze different conflicts occuring in history and the 
present day, including looking at alternate solutions.

Key Ideas and Details, Grades 9-12, Number 3

Have students analyze the dynamics of historical and present-day conflicts using the conflict cycle and conflict spiral 
worksheets (attached).  With both, they can provide alternate solutions based on conflict resolution education skills, 
or focus on how these skills were used. 

Craft and Structure, Grades 9-12, Number 6

Have students analyze a conflict from the point of view of two or more authors.

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 6-12

Text Types and Purposes, Grades 6-12, Number 2 

Have students write essays about historical conflicts, analyzing the conflict from a conflict resolution perspective.

Mathematics

Problem-solving using conflict scenarios can be used in a variety of mathematic disciplines, for example, in Statistics 
and Probability, do calculations using gang statistics from Los Angeles County, for example: the percentage of 
people who are gang members in Los Angeles County and the percentage of LA County gang members who die each 
year.  Discuss what these numbers mean in relation to the students in a practical sense.  You could also look at the 
Advancement Project’s documents on a comprehensive gang reduction strategy presented to the City Council of Los 
Angeles, especially the cost-benefit analysis, and do calculations based on these: http://www.advancementprojectca.
org/index.php?q=/c/resource/sc/up_call_to_action

Science

For example, discuss and have students write essays on resource conflicts such as water issues in California: 
resources available for the ecosystem it is supposed to support, the conflicts this causes and possible solutions, to 
meet standards such as Kindergarten, Disciplinary Core Ideas ESS3.C Structures and Function through 9-12 Grade, 
Disciplinary Core Ideas, LS2.A Structure and Function
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Ron gets into a physical fight with Draco and Neville joins in to help.  Then Draco’s friends 
Crabbe and Goyle also join in.  Neville and Ron could have used an avoid, compromise, or 

collaborate approach rather than compete.

Draco and Ron have a back and forth angry exchange.  Ron could have used a reality 
check and asked Draco if he wanted their houses to get points taken away if they got 

caught fighting.

Neville tells Draco he is worth twelve Dracos, and Ron backs up Neville.  
Neville could have remained silent.

Draco then makes fun of Harry for having no parents, Ron and his 
family for not having very much money, and Neville for not being 

smart.  Ron and Neville could have initiated a discussion with Draco 
about his underlying needs using active listening skills and 

communication without judgment.

Draco pokes Ron in the back of the head and makes fun of 
Harry.  Ron could have made a request of Draco to keep 

his hands and thoughts to himself.

Ron Weasley tells Neville to stand up to Draco, 
and Harry Potter tells Neville he is worth twelve 
Dracos.  Ron and Harry could have offered to 
perform a mediation with Draco and Neville.

Draco Malfoy performs the Leg-Locker 
Curse on Neville Longbottom.  Neville 

could have gone to an adult and had them 
perform a victim-offender mediation 

between himself and Draco.
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Conflict Spiral Worksheet

Analyze the conflict in the story and in each circle of the spiral, starting with the 
smallest circle, write out what actions occurred that caused the conflict to 

escalate.  Or start with the largest circle and write out what actions caused the 
conflict to de-escalate.  You can also write out what actions the characters could 

have taken to de-escalate the conflict.

From Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
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Conflict Spiral Worksheet

Analyze the conflict in the story and in each circle of the spiral, starting with the smallest 
circle, write out what actions occurred that caused the conflict to escalate.  Or start with 
the largest circle and write out what actions caused the conflict to de-escalate.  You can 
also write out what actions the characters could have taken to de-escalate the conflict.
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Calm

Harmful action 
or language

Conflict 
Resolution

RECOVERY
Hagrid takes Harry away 

from the Dursleys to Diagon 
Alley to get ready for his 

first year at Hogwarts

Conflict Cycle

Harry spends the 
year away from the 

Dursleys at Hogwarts AGITATION
Harry Potter receives a 

letter, but his uncle takes 
it away from him before he 

can read it.

Uncle Vernon lies to Harry 
by telling him that the 

letter was addressed to 
him by mistake.

ESCALATION
More letters arrive every 
day, but Uncle Vernon 

keeps them from Harry. 
Finally, the family leaves 

the house when the letters 
come piling in.

Albus Dumbledore sends Hagrid to get Harry 
from the shack where the Dursleys are hiding. 

Hagrid finally gets the Dursleys to let Harry 
go by giving Dudley a pig tail. A more win-

win strategy may have been to collaboratively 
talk to the Dursleys and brainstorm the ways 

everyone would gain if Harry went to Hogwarts: 
they would have a house free of Harry, and 

Harry would be free of them!



Conflict Cycle

Calm

Harmful action 
or language

Conflict 
Resolution

ESCALATION

RECOVERY AGITATION





Finding Solutions

Actual Solution: _____________________________________________________
v	Addresses Issues: 

v	Addresses Sources of Conflict: 

v	Addresses Identities:

v	Addresses Trust Level: 

v	Addresses the Health of the Relationship: 

v	This solution meets all of the following needs for Person A:__________________________________________

v	This solution meets all of the following needs for Person B:__________________________________________

Alternate Solution 1: _________________________________________________
v	Addresses Issues: 

v	Addresses Sources of Conflict: 

v	Addresses Identities:

v	Addresses Trust Level: 

v	Addresses the Health of the Relationship: 

v	This solution meets all of the following needs for Person A:__________________________________________

v	This solution meets all of the following needs for Person B:__________________________________________

Alternate Solution 2: _________________________________________________
v	Addresses Issues: 

v	Addresses Sources of Conflict: 

v	Addresses Identities:

v	Addresses Trust Level: 

v	Addresses the Health of the Relationship: 

v	This solution meets all of the following needs for Person A:__________________________________________

This solution meets all of the following needs for Person B:_______________________________________
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Harry Potter

English

Straight

Middle class

Wizard

White

Gryffindor

Orphan

Hogwarts 
student Quidditch 

Seeker

Male

Character Identity Chart

Place the character’s name in the center circle, and place different aspects of 
the character’s identity in the smaller, surrounding circles.

From Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
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Character Identity Chart

Place the character’s name in the center circle, and place different aspects of 
the character’s identity in the smaller, surrounding circles.
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Benefits of Art in Conflict Resolution Education

• Art provides a way for participants to actively engage in the learning process. 1  This 
 can be especially true for students who are visual learners. Through this method 
 youth are able to internalize the concepts that they are learning and are more likely to 
 utilize the skills in their everyday lives. 

• Art develops creativity and critical thinking skills, both of which are needed in 
 conflict resolution. When young people become creative, they are able to imagine a 
 new reality and can work to build that reality.2 

• Through art, “youngsters learn how to focus, how to see work to completion, and 
 how to direct their energy to accomplish their goal of making a better painting. In so 
 doing, they are able to translate their effort into other desires they might have for 
 their lives.”3 

• Art can bring people together who wouldn’t otherwise associate with each other 
 and facilitate understanding of the other person. 4 Through the process of creating 
 art together, participants are able to find a common interest with each other. “Musical 
 interaction creates social values. Two or more people create something that is greater 
 than the sum of what they create each on their own. And sympathies are formed – 
 strong feelings of belonging.”5

1  Bronson, P., Merryman, A. (July 10, 2010). The Creativity Crisis. Newsweek. Retrieved from  http://www.newsweek.
com/2010/07/10/the-creativity-crisis.print.html
2  Nathan, L. (2008). Why the Arts Make Sense in Education. Phi Delta Kappan, Vol. 90, No. 3, pp. 177-181. Retrieved 

from http://www.jstor.org/stable/20493586
3  Wexler, A. (2002). Painting Their Way our (think something is missing from this title): Profiles of Adolescent Art Practice at 
the Harlem Hospital Horizon Art 

Studio. Studies in Art Education, Vol. 43, No. 4, pp. 339-353. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/1320982
4  Bhatia, R.P. (2004). Using Culture and Art for Conflict Resolution in Contemporary Times. Retrieved from 
 http://www.tapnet.info/peacedirect/voices/publish/article_31.shtml
5  Skyllstad, K. (2000). Creating a Culture of Peace: The Performing Arts in Interethnic Negotiations. Intercultural 
 Communication, November, Issue 4. Retrieved from http://www.immi.se/intercultural/nr4/skyllstad.htm. 



Benefits of Restorative Discipline in Schools

Restorative Justice in education is providing educators with an alternative form of discipline 
for students. Unlike traditional forms of discipline (such as zero-tolerance policies) that focus 
on punishment, restorative discipline focuses on repairing relationships that have been harmed 
due to misbehavior. Schools that have implemented restorative discipline policies have reported 
fewer incidences of misbehavior, lower rates of suspension and expulsion, and a greater sense 
of community and safety throughout the school. The purpose behind restorative discipline is 
to provide students with the social and behavioral skills to identify intended and unintended 
consequences of their actions and to take responsibility for the harm they have caused. There 
are many forms of restorative discipline in place today, but all are effective when based on 
the restorative justice principles of providing support for repairing harm done to others and 
the community. Some specific practices that aim to build community include using affective 
statements or participating in proactive circles; the skills learned in preventative practices can 
then be used in responsive measures, such as responsive circles or formal conferencing. The 
responsive measures can be in conjunction with or in place of traditional punishment, and show 
a lower recidivism rate than traditional punishment measures alone. 
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